The effect of proportion of dietary rumen non-degradable protein during food restriction on the weight of components of the digestiae tract, carcass nnd subsequent growth zuas inaestigated in 37 
. The nature of the food restriction, e.g. restriction of protein or energy has also been identified as affecting the extent and composition o{ the compensatory growth resPonse (Wilson and Osbourn ,1960) .
A previous study showed rapid, short-term increases in the apparent digestibility of diets on realimentation and this was likely to have been due to the increase in intake and content of the digestive tract (Asplund, Hedrick and Haugebak, 1975) . Level of intake also affects the thickness and weight of the rumen wall (Fell and Weekes, 1975 Specific post-hoc comparisons between groups were made using the LSD test (Snedecor and Cochran, 1980) .
Results

Animal oerformance
During the restriction period of 12 weeks, the food intake and live weight of the iambs were successfully controlled. During the 7-week period of (Table 3) .
The three dissected components of the carcass, subcutaneous fat, bone and muscle plus associated fat also showed the typical consistency between the I Previous studies have shown a decline in the size of the digestive tract (Murray and Slezacek, 1988b) , especially the reticulo-rumen and small intestine (Murray and Slezacek, 1980) 
